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Gerry Robinson (Kells) Michael and. Jimmy Tyrell (Arklow) 


Paddy Hodgins 


FOREWORD 


Peskds Hodgins with Skipper Cecil Sharkey 


Have you ever been fo Clogherhead ? Do you know Paddy Hodgins 1's 
‘ios the same question. Paddy Hodgins as bos, young man, fisherman, lifeboat 
‘man and Harbour Master fs Cleghorhoad for many people, ether local people a the 
stream of visions ftom all par, In dhs is eighveth year it 6 my pleasure to have 
helped him put topether this Title tock. He gave me aceess to is hundreds of 
Photos, but more importantly to his great memory for names, cvents and, above al, 
bouts. This booklet is only selection, it could be four times bigger, bur init he has 
Juched on all aspects of his lif in Clogherbead and on the waters of te East Const. 

Down the yes he hashelped many wio wrote books about Cloghethesd, 1 
have often noticed his name among those whom authors have thanked for help 
ven. He has als contributed to Radio and Television on his favourite whet 
Clogherhead, not 9 mention bow often he happily talked on the subject to vistors 
‘and hotiday-makers, children and politicians, city folk and! people from overses, 
showed them around the village and the Lifeboat House. 

‘At liste hus book, though modest in size, with same mT 10 ad to 
‘every book with his mame fit 

‘Warren Nelson, Mucklugh, Tullamore 
apni © 2039 The Coban 


OLD TIMES & OLD FRIENDS 


‘Sides 130" 


Patrick Skipper Pot’ 
Hodgins 1874 196) 
See aleo page 6 


Left Pad Johnstons, w man 
‘of fame among. East Coast seo 
farrs Buller. Shirish, 
Morine Engineer. He serviced 
‘and re-engined the Fishing 
Flea for Fury Yoors 
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The Old Lifeboat Hone an Tractor House 


A Mission ~ April 44 
ack: Bernard and Michael 
Kirwan Tom anal Berard 
‘Sharkey, Tom Fallon, Se Com 
Delaney 


Centre: with priest, im 
Sharkey 


Front: Jim Seo and Tommy 
German, the only ome stl ave 


“Seenien Clogherhan men were servi fe "CaPmantey 
rated merchant cruiser when on Seprember 14" 1914 she engaged 
and sank the equivalent German ship, the Cap Trafalgar’. aff the 
Brain vous. Te ation i arumaticaly portayed fn tie 
aii 
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the Head ding, 
World War Two 
LtoR- Tom 
Muir. Par 
Matthews, Pocky 
‘Sharkey 


Coase Waschers: Bask. Pat Mauhows. (ar 
lnspector), vary Kwan, Tory Lynch, Foon: 
Tom Muay, Pat Farrel, Paddy Gorman 


Thowal to be 3 photeraph of 
Denis Hodgins, Ship's Master 
‘recelving an award ot Liverpool 
labo a hundred sears ag 


A STROLL IN CLOGHERHEAD 
‘By the late Breed Kirwan 


‘One Summers dy Io a stro 
‘Around old Clogheriead 

{ walhed out to the Harbour 

‘Where the flaermen ear their bread 
| looked out onthe ocean 

“Where the Moet were flog near 

0 [trolled along, foe file while 
“illbouts ene 1 he Pit 


“The decks were full of fish and praws 
The ces were working fst 

‘They yah and packed and iced their estch 
|With sped unto the fast 

‘eth Pier and walked up the Herd 

“The firze were in fll loos 

AAs walked along by the Resman’s Cave 
“The lars were jn full tune 


{reached the top atthe Lookout House 
wr Twas there | gota view: 

bate (Of the Feddas Poin and Togher 
“The Big Stand and Danan too 
‘could see along by Sallertown 
‘And eros the silvery bay 

“The Cooleys and the Moures 
‘And down to Giles Quay 


{great amazement | distro 

the seve along the cust 

Balbriggan, Skerries. Gormanstown 

‘Balvay and the Hill of Howth 

SePatrich’s Island, Bettysrown 

Ireland's Eye and the Roekabil 

‘Witdxe0, Clogherhoad ‘Then made my way back dov the Head 
‘ ‘And climbed the Hartour Hill 

{soled along by Killabush 

“Then down the Barrackfield 7 

| wandered up the Crooked Street Z| 

tthe Cross Thad to yield 

{passed up by the Balalley 

That now is very sil 

‘Then dowa through Fark-0-Clover 

Tomy home in Smokey Hill, 


SKIPPER PAT 


The Drogheda Man 

Was he that Pari Hoskins 

who war known as Skipper Mat? 

have door was aw om the fal 

‘and welcome om the mi, 

Whose tales of Frigates, Bigs and Barges 
rood memories long Wid 

And resurecte from the pat 

the ghost of Capnain Kid 


‘is knowledge of the 300 wa sound 
‘he knew exch white wave tap 

Wharrings shorty would be found 

FF the win woud cop 

And sllng spa! Dow mention them 
‘hed alk ort Bea flor 

One half of him was Admiral Nelson and 


Ihe other Skipper Pat 


‘Skipper Pat was a much loved 
character, Boatman, Fisherman. 
ex-policeman, small farmer. So 
much so that the above poem 
was written about him. It is 
called ‘The Drogheda Man’, but, 
‘Bu when he gs pate 10 you reas : 

ict Eaicedaacte of course he was Clogherhead 
ten, my Bey, ook out ‘through and through. 
ecanse be knew his tonury 


He'd argue til the cows eae home 
carn never show o doubt 
He'd talk of priests or poltes 


or porter ina van 


id good old Shippor Pat 


THE LIFEBOAT SERVICE 
a AT CLOGHERHEAD 


Paddy Hodgins has alway been associated with the Lifebout 
‘Service, here he is seen standing in front of the ‘Royal Thames? 
ai the old Lifeboat House. This boat, builtin 1964, was an 
station at Clogherhead [991 ~ 93 


Paddy Hodgins’ service with the Lifeboat goes back 10 the days of the 
*Mary Ann Blunt? in the 1940s, indeed he and Luke Sharkey are the only 
remaining erew of that Lifeboat. He was also Honorary Secretary for many 
‘years, This was an unpaid job but involved real responsibility for the 
‘Tanning of the service and for recording all incidents, Naturally he stil takes 
freat interest in the welfare of the service. As well as the Lifeboat he was = 
member of the Coast Life Saving Service for over twenty years 


“May 1997 with President 
Robinson on the day RN nears were presented. Paddy Hodgins 
‘hind jm lf on second step 


The fis ofthe Oukies Clase Boa. LG, Graves of Sheffield? 
‘ing reconered om the Strand 1998 


Left - Mtanaeusring the 
Liverpool Class Bost 
SRUMEY athe old 
Liou Honse 


‘raw. come, & Cassin James ‘Lam Gorman 


Lnerpoa Chas Pot "homes Crea wen sud onohe 
Sau dig nenucraee hota 


(Current Morsey Class Boat ‘Dorks Blendae! just of the Fethis 


Present ta sane Wiser Tella, af MV YSUPEHE rm 
the service in 1005, 

LioR Patrick Caller, Eamonn Hos; Padrale Faulener 
TD. doh Tallon, Pads Domogan .0. and Peter McGrane 


From Left ~ Rrandan Hoes, Fergal Sharkey (Coxswain) snd Pat 
Haaiins beside the present ‘Dorks Bleasdale! 


Right ~ Crew of the 
‘Doris Bleasdale’ and 
‘on ground Commitee 

Members Lt0 R: Pay 
Modi. Jimmy Barks, * 


Lifeboat Commits 195th 
David Hobbs, Pac LtoR Front: A.FCoter, Chairman 7.20 "Reilly, Unknown, ole Re 
lyn and rian Balan M 


Back: Parick Collier, Peter Kearney, Eamonn Hoey 
Below The first lifeboat 
toned at 

gherd, the 
‘Cherles Whitton’ 
hoteeopd in lar 
yeux after pasa tio 


Two of the Notle Boards inthe Lfehoat House detailing the Rescuer 
curried out by successive Lifeboas of Clogherhead 


10 m1 


tow tis small 
trawler 19 
awe 


LIFEBOAT COXSWAINS at CLOGHERHEAD. 
James Gorman 1899-1929 
‘Thomas Tallon 1929-1933 
James Gorman 1933-1938, 
‘Michael Kirwan 1938 - 1946 
John Tallon 1946 1965 
‘Michael Kirwan 1965 ~ 1973, 
Oliver Tallon 1973-1990 
P, Fergal Sharkey 1990-1997 
Noel Sharkey 1997 - present 
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LIFEBOATS ON STATION AT CLOGHERHEAD. 


Offical No, Name eviod Launches Lives saved 
£28 Chartes Whiten 1899-1927 y “ 
638 John Dunne 1927-81 4 : 
748 Mary Ana Blunt 1931-1930 ED o 
(SelFigiting, rst motorised boat) 

77 George and Caroline Exmine (Liverpoo\ Class) 

1950-1974 w ” 
862 Thasmas Corbett (Liverpool Cass) 

jorae1981 R E 
882 AAIMAKLiverpo0! Class) 1981-1984 5 5 
982 Falemtine Wyndham Quia® |984-)988 5 
942 1G Graves of Sheffett 1988-1991 3 
978 The Royal Thames* 1991-1995, = 5 
1190 Doris Bleasdate (Mersey Clas) 

1993. present % 7 


+ Oakley Class Boats 


Full perational details are om display atthe Lifeboct Hore and cam be 
Tnspecid on rogues r daring open hours, 


‘Gubley chass boat Valentine Whaalhart Quin’ eng reconered fram sea. wilh 
large crowd of crumusasilc“lpers 
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BOATS, 


BOAT! 


Three yawts, once the matty of 
fishing at Clogherheud 


From the smallest puot up to the 
fest sate-ofhosit Trawler 
Clogherhead has always been a place 
‘of boats, and every visitor will have 
‘eared away with them memories of 
‘boas. On those pages we sive a small 
selection covering the fast half ofthe 
Iwenteth century, bat there must be 
hundreds of photos of family boats, 
Visiting bouts nnd plesure craft sti 
about «8 complete record of them 
should ‘be compiled before many 
historic photos ae last 


BOATS 


Dunany aon, Howey Dolan and Hue 
Carb, with them yaw Ten dwn 
wlth Lab pots 


~~ 


Ee 


Pray Gorman ot the helo of his ya 


a 


The gracofal tines of the halfdecko, th 
*Riepwake" used by Copan Oxborne 
for recreational ishley and a faitiar 
‘ght at the Harbour inthe 1958 
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Tho ‘Naomi bud’ frst coped 
by Chis Kirwan ain 
1957, sean sil working out of 
Dalbriggntn 2007 

On board’ Kevia Alaidhews 
{600 James Kirwan, John 
Garvey, Jahn Burke 
(amid) anc Chr 
Kinvcn vhecthowe) 


Dramante paint of two of the Fify-Foat 
oat, alo Row asthe Rs boats: 
Iroc by BAM inthe 19508 they 
revtlied fishing afer the Second World 
War Ths boats are the ‘Ros Aodbhina” 
‘and the *Ros Malan” 


‘The srang lines ofthe Sf Ard Claren’ 
it by Torso Arklow for Tom Tallon 
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COAST LIFE-SAVING APPARATUS 


! Left The Inner 
Dic in he fa 
dass af the wooden 
trovlers 
Boots in the 
foreground ar 
Lek Row Brin, 
behind her 
petal 
‘Contre *Oyprey* 
‘ad behind her 
“Green Fagle® 
Right: “Deboralt 
Anne’ 


The RNLI Lifeboat service has always had high profile in Clogherhead, You 
‘could say twins ‘unmissable But For mary years there vas anoter Life Saving 
service a Clogherea. I wos housed ints own Coach House beside te new Car 
‘Park and consisted of a horse drawn wagon equipped fo providea means of rescuing 
seafarers wrecked anywhere onthe shoreline. This wagon was he orga, ulin 
the 1870s twas Fined with two pars of sala which could be sed ogetier oF 
sepratly. Italo had straps and webbing 50 
na could be dragged ty a fem of men 
‘whore horses were unobtainable or unsuitable 
The Moor of the wagon was of bates tlt 
seer ou unt adi it dy the ropes. There 
werd boxes for tool roche, poles, signal 
fags, shovel, ie belts and 8 megaphone. AL 
the Hear of it was the Rocket Launcher and 
18 Rescue Rockets which could any # ORE | a anh by 
cout oa ship and then hamess would be used | yes uay 

to vine survivors ashore 


‘Above -On the occasion othe 
“Messing of the Flee’ Mach sd 
oles Kiwi inthe ‘Sabrina ond 
‘he ‘Sean Oy" eve some of he 
rod apn orcad the Head 


sn~ Luke Sharkey’ ‘Start? 
going well 


Beto - rue boat 
‘Ruron IW, paring 
yp the Coast had 
put in 10 the Harbour 
where it foundered 


LIFE: SAVING APPARATUS 


This diagram is taken from a very old manual on the working of the 
Live Saving Apparatus. The main parts are: 


A, The wagon to carry the equipment 
B, The ground anchor to take the strain 
©, The rocket 

D. Box of rope to travel with rocket 

B. The Breeches Buoy 


Volunteers run ous the ropes on the Head in a poactceexerete. Noe the old 


Leaakiet Post an the Right ‘Maanaling the Wagon back ma us horse 


UP SAVING APPARATUS 


‘This diagram js taken from a very old manual on the working of the 
Live Saving Apparatus. The main parts are: 


A. ‘The wagon to carry the equipment 
B. The ground auchor to take the strain 
©. The rocket 

D, Box of rope to travel with rocket 

E. The Breeches Buoy 


Voluneors run out the ropeson the Head i a practice exercise. Note the old 
‘Lookoua Poston the Right 


Manhandiing rhe Waggon back fais house 


Originally designed to be horsewn, in Tater years a crew of ten men pulled the 
cariags. Dall and practice were kept up-to-date, tut the equipment was not called on 
for any eal reseues. Qn one occasion it was called out to a small coaster aground near 
‘Annaigassan, but the crew got ashore easily and the Apparatus wasnt needed has now 
ben replaced by mesders equipment under the contol of the Coastguard Service atthe 
Hiarbour. In a very generows move the complete Appuraius was donated Oban in 
Scud in 1993 aa ha hoon restored as ean be seen Inthe above photographs 
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2 Tia 
Base. miteoa nar 

fee tal pare ae 

Bee pices eae oie ie mn 
ents a ene ’ 
takes. In this part of Louth the sea is 
Ce 

focal people as blood and bones, The sea is 
Spence arn 4 Nik 
eect 

cover the yexirs. Traitionally, the men of 

incl ets 
Herestuanns cre tps 

pane wicca oe 

as wy eee ge 

itera ne aS Te 

a alec ie a en 

ated 


PADDY’S STORY 

1 was bom in 1929, Halloween night, there were nee of usin the fly two girls 
land was an only son. The ald homesead fs just down from where live nev, only 
the wall of it remains, ut east five generations of Hodgins lived there | was bound 
1 have Fishing in my blood because my grandfather and father were all om fishing 
stock. My grandfiher was a pilot for Drogheda with three sins und daughter tn 
fumily. ono of thems, Denis, was master of a sea-going vessel. He was interned in 
SGsrmany during the 1914-1918 war, he died shorly ater returning, Another son, 
Joe, was a pilot for Drogheda along wih his faher, The other son, Patric, Wa 
Policeman inthe days ofthe RIC 

‘Our family were always involved with the Harbour, I 1878 the powers 
that be were Fighting to get a harbour bull shelter for fishing boat. There was a 
grant of £17,000 For i and £4,500 was colesiad ically. twas sated off and took 
five Years to build. But it was never a safe have, tere was t90 much exposure 10 
the winds. That was the old pier and now sinew 1950 weve been fighting for the 
New Pier you see today. The old pler served the community well but when the eae 
\Would come you's have to drop the booms witha eran to protet the boas, if you 
iit rsh 10 get the Booms down the boats would be ranging and ring, iting the 
bono and they could be destroed. My futher 10d me stories about the time the 
First per was bil it was « powerful jb fo its time, but it wast teliered the way 
the New Pieris, 


THENEW PIER edwin 
shad quit 0 eign got te preset ine por bull estan 
the denn Sonate 13, We ed Oliver Fag hte and Pay 
the develope ives nee made fo get i 0g, DET was 0 TONEY, 
Downtat  w he rolem, Ten. in the Ws te ol per got an es 
ey i gles of wind and we were ped 0 get something done. 


moras sees 
Satna ater ere 
Ma eens me 


125 38 alent hc obvious hat was acd Pian vie 


aoe 
wa es nt ce a 
the git a isang es he ws 9 aio 
tec ioe a lo wa meth 
fen eh tees ky at dt 
eee : 
fh iment ce 2 east 
maaan ae indir 
ays ri be 
a eee Se alae cy are 
1 a ee Sy es 
sr Coes, 
si enka ws ane Ny bee et oD 
tier ye Rec ng, = 
sega Dal ar ah as wk 
Grain tka oath 
seme oto a ee ee 
neha emt teed ek 
scoters ea ann, = 
He a ae cab 
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were no booms on the Inner Dock at fist and they used 19 have 10 snk the Inggers 
ine wines, otherwise they'd be sinashed I they were floating ound in high 
seas. After that, fom the 1920"s on we got motor trawles. Iwas 0 great centre for 
fishing. herring fishing, whiting, cod, plaice, ray. In the early 70%. we uot the 
processing plant, it was a great success while it lasted. It helped to build up the 
Hee, as far as I remember there were only about five ters then it developed 
lun we had thiny-tree or four boats. {did three years fishing myself sbout that 
Aime, these summers, withthe Ite Thomas Staskey and Bernard Sharkey, herring 
{ishing out of How and me Isle ot Man. tats got bigzer then and could go taker 
a fick, it was the way of living, there was slvays a hundred fishermen here in 
‘Clogherheod at least, ands couple of hundred more involved in selling ish 

We've seen a awful lot of bal weater here, One year here durin Lent 
‘the pales lasted for the whole seven weeks. There wasn’ a boat fishing. Fishermen 
hte were great judges of weather and they knew when to go and when to come in; 
‘this was always avery lucky lace for fishing, thero was vory litle tragedy. 

[AS Harbourmaster | was enployed by Louth County Couneil It was 
Simple enough at fest, only u par time job. It developed afer we got a motor crane 
10 drop the boems and then the eletcity came into being in 49, you had t light 
the lights ard see that all fishermen got in safe, shat type of thing. Ic as nearly 
24/7. keeping an eve out ofthe Boats coming ia. Itjust became a way of ie to you. 
Ti was such x convenient location here, T had a great view of the bay, nor and 
‘south. Then when radio came into being you could listen in to what as happening 
‘and youd know that everyone was safe, or coming in if they were out, Talay got 
‘on vel! with the fishing folk, we got on well and worked together and everything 
worked out [came across great characters down though the years here are a fot of 
‘names synonymous with fishing, the Kirwan name of course with various her 
files had generations involved in fishing. The Sharkey, the Tallons and sure 
‘hen you had Fares, Burkes and Cooollys. Many are sill ery involved in ishing. 


‘THE LIFEBOAT 

1n1899 the lifeboat station was opened. The fist lifeboat here was called 
the ‘Charles Whitton’. That lased fom 1899 0 about 1934. The firt motor 
lifeboat, the ‘Mary Anm Blunt, came in 1934, since that we've improved. We have 
tad about sa or seven differen types of boats, und now we have a Mersey boat the 
“Darts Bleasdale” bere and t's fst cass, it came in February 1993. [have been a 
‘erewmember at times, right back 10 the ‘Mary Ann Blum’, Lake Sharkey and {are 
the las surviving members of her crew. Them I became deputy launching authority, 
the secreary and myself had the power 10 launeh the lifeboat. But things have 
‘hanged, se have bleepers now and the men can be called and talk to one another. 
In eatly days yas all done by phone, you iad to phone round ad organise the 
‘rew and have a tractor ready, but now i's all done by bleper, Technology took 
‘ver, fa my years of involvement with the lifeboat | have et great people. Many 
‘volunteers from the Clogherhead area ave given ther service to the ifehoat and is 
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ow an easy thing, There's about 22 crewmen al the moment and thres tractor 
rivers aways on call al tough the year. 

T also ad enor interests, Iwasa BIM ngest for year, parttime. And {had 
a lie bit of land with few cattle and that type of thing Tt kxpt ws going, We stew 
3 few potatoes, There has alvays been visitors coming, enquiring about the fishing 
vind the place, We had a lack of space until we got the car pack above the old 
‘Coastguard Staion, cars were a problem withthe sing, boats would be landing 
fish and there'd be ars coming down and blocking the way and that. People do ike 
the inp to the harbour, 10 drive down and lok argund, We also have the od 
Fhe at far as Tremerber they've heen coming. I's «big village now compared 
tomy day, never thought Td vee so many houses, There's estates of houses with 
tuple of hundred houses in them. Thace was the raw Festival in the early 80s 
Ghat drew a lat of people butt was Voluntary and its very hard io get people wo do 
Joktary werk and it faded out twas a pity you know? | have seen the growth of 
he carvan pack and there was the Ashling bulloom, that wns a grem place for 
{Tncing Tor rany yeas. 1 was disappointed over the cesure ofthe Red Sail factory, 
trtlooed gown and it never reopened and it was big los tothe village Because 
there was over a hundred people employed. Clogherhead hit the heatines i the 
(ly 40's when the trawler ‘Sheralga” wes sunk by aavbmarin: the men were very 
focky, Raymond McEvoy, his broiers and crew, She tured over and some of them 
had Zo ee upon the Keel and be taken fT It was a major news sory. There's lt 
tal abom glabal warning and rising sea levels. U notice here now around the 
Coasts, de ides are mush higher, itmust be the ice-beras melting. 

‘Now that | am retired Ihave dhe same interests but with less. pressure, 50 | 
ean follow up other things. 1 was never a great football fan, fut 1 ke to know what 


iy uncle, fan Markey, was 2 champion footballer, Fbelleve they won the All 
Treiand iv 1912 aad apt the medals. A cousin of mine in Dublin, Paddy Markey, 
twas on the Louth team, My son8-are all Interested in football, and they go 10 the 
‘games snd I pt outa flag or them. 

"To be fisherman now you have 0 be well up in computers, press button 
and navigation, and have & good head on you, you noed the equal to & mata's oF 3 
rae eps ekot to take a boat uf, with insurance and all that. We have fest of 
Pots tha fsa) isthe finest fet on the cous al steel boats, theyre wt the cal 
Geublerigeed, they ish two nets, and have engines of five or six hundeed 
horsepower, whereas years ago you'd only have sixty or eighty borsepewer. But 
they have H tough, big expenses to pay their way and their cvew. I's on the cards 
{had well nave aryocht marina Thott men a Seperate pier with pontoons for yah 
Tat boats. bot thts anor day's work, We also fave the anmoal Blessing of the 
‘Bouts ich isa tation that goes back t long way. So does Ceili dancing which 
fneving something of a revival, natto mention demonstrations ofthe old era of net 
mending enjoyed a here all my life und have no regrets 


‘bridge from materia! brosdesst on LMFM, used with person 
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ME AND MINI 


4 home tthe Suche wu my 
Tvitaion wo meet the 


| President 
Looking very i Inast aned he 


‘Recreational fishing wit : 
Kereta ing wih ood Pend Eugene rho Bi ner 
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J 
Wah my jos for beng presented with wif ona 
‘he Clogherhend Fishermen * Asvosiation 


Ripht- rahe 
los f apa 


With nouble compar atthe Notional Concert Hall promote the Lear 
Sag 'Heme fram the Sea Lo R, Aidan Sharkes, Mamas Maguire, Paddy 
odin, Brian Boslan, Pht Cider, Philip Kirk aed iam Clancy 
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Tene Sore Beige 


Inthe Barbican Hall. Landon 
roceving the Long Service Award 
from Prince Micoet 


Taking holidy-makers fr ‘pin on 4 wale vars ago 
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WITH SAND BETWEEN YOUR TOES 


Like hundreds of cxber boys and gis | has the delight pleasure of 
boliday-making in Clogherhead on Summer days inthe 1940s when we stiyed with 
atie Gorman tn the Lea Cotages. Looking hack, memories jose fr apace, bere 

‘Choosing whether you'd uo 1 the Strand, the Villas or over the Head to 
the Harbour, Rock-poo}s. Tay boats, vachis, and floating tin cans. Being aftaid of 
‘tabs 1 bigger than an old penny, Cars ffom the country onthe Strand en Sunday 
aflernoons and Co Meath farmers paling with thee ton coats stil on. Oneing up in 
ave a the beauifil lines ofthe RNLB ‘Mary nm Blum’, Kindly farmers siving 
fe a ride ina cart or on a hayside. Mitk in gallon cans. Fish frying on n Pion 
Stove. Blue and cream coloured GNR() buses, The word ‘EIRE" picked out i 
‘tones onthe Head. Tar sticking to my feet. Watching for trawlers. Anglers atthe 
‘ce and on the Strand. Stang to shiver when I'd stayed too long in the water 
Sand everywhere, in clothes, on the floor, blowing in the wind. Horse drwwn Peter 
Lyons brend-ars owt from Drogheda. The difference in the look of everything 


the pier I could go on in reverie -.. but I hope this has awakened memories 
among those who shared thas illic days 
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ASGARD II 


‘The Irish Sail Training ship. ‘Asgard 11°, was built at Tyrrel’s of 
Arklow and commissioned on the 7 of March 1981, She was a 
brigantine with a hull length of 87 feet. On one of her training 
voyages round the coast in the late 1980s she paid a visit to 
Clogherhead and was a lovely sight. She foundered recently off the 


‘French coast, 
= 
e 
1 


Pasty Hodgins see her come it 


a 


Sailing awe, 
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‘Shipbuilder’s Drawing of “Asgard 17”. Used by kind permission of John Tyrell 
‘of Arklow and copyrighied. Tyrell of Arklow are a leading firm ot 
shipbuildes who havea grea! tradition of craftsmanship and wha now hive 
‘married that to the latest computerised desien methods. They, oF hei Hoss ae 
‘ho strangers to Clogherhead. The ‘Ard Ciaran’, sce photo page 15, was al a 
‘Tyrell buile boat 


Photographed 
‘onthe day of 
ep iit: LOR 

Phoscaraphee 
unknown), 
Capusin Perer 
Brome of 
‘Asgard 1 
Pashis Hodgins 
‘nd Nicky 
Dunne 


PADDY RATH 


Paddy Rath — enjoyed an 
extraordinary five on the oveans of 
the world. The Cloghethead-borm 
sailor worked on some of the finest 
ews ever built including the 
"Queen Mary’, ‘Queen Elizabeth 
And the "QE2* He worked on the 
deck ofthe liter ship for 18 years, 
9 an AB (able-bodied. seaman) 
Including when it aced asa hospital 
ship during the Falklends War in 
41942. Having fist taken tothe sea in Pac Rath und Nis wie, Margaret on 
1950, Paddy retired in 86. He says QED" 1088 
Ihe has no reurets "Ive hada 
wonder life 

You certainly wouldnt think it but Paddy actually turoed 87 in March 

2000. He's in fine form. "| always. kept active, te had good health, ihe sea 
Saetrbuted to that”. On the QE2, he was on duty eleven weeks ata time, with a 
Mont off a between. He hasbeen around the world about 18 times! He spe cit 
(nine years on and off working on tankers in the Gulf, fle in temperatres of up 
No 108 deares. For Paddy, there was never going to be anyother lie, He explain, 
"Phe seis you and thas it. Ally relations went to sea = my father uncles aad 
‘mothers and my fiends. was working from Twas nine Yeas old and fll school at 
I}. remember working for eight old pennies 8 day. 1 never em any education, but 
‘cated myself 1 was. ver out of work. Fin sill beside the sea aod I ofen po to 
the harbour or out to the head of Clopher” He looks out acros the expanse of ea to 

‘is at and thinks of bygone times, but there are no regrets, “T mised it fora while, 

n 


things are going alright stil get about and Im active, so fm thankiul, There 

plenty of busricanes and storms on the Atlante in particular and we were icky 
Jo survive thos. Incarly came unstuck onthe Avi afew tines! | was fortuna, 
{enjoyed the lite nd the sunshine. Thas one thing Ymss you don't get aot of 
“inshine around here!” Paddy is enjoying retkement, though he totes thatthe old 
Ways are dying out: “There orent as many gong to sea now. The triton i dying 
‘Of Sling isn as strative as it was, with all the upset around the world. IeS ne 
fale any more. You could travel the word safely and, when you were home leave 
Pur front door open. Isa sader place w lve in ow. We had like or no money 
Dut we had pease of mind anda bite to eat 1 have great memories and wood Real, 
What more could man ssh for" 


‘Taken from Wie County 2004. 
sited down and used by kind permission 


Clogherhiend men sailed the world, in peace and war, on cargo vessels and 
on finers fiom the Golden Age of travel. Such was their reputation for 
‘seamanship that io be from Clogherhead was all he reference needed. They’ 
‘worked for a number of shipping fines, but mostly Cunard Line where 
conditions were paniculaly good. Paddy Kirwan, O'Donnell Park. has 
‘compiled tis list of some of those who went ‘deep sea’. 


MAURITANIA 30d IVERNIA: Paddy Connolly, John Garvey, Paddy 
“lnuley* Sharkey, John Mulroy and Paddy Kirwan, John Rath, Brendan 
Boylan, “Little” Willie Sharkey. 


CORONIA and SAXONLA: 
Grangebellow. 


QUEEN ELIZABETH: Paddy Kirwan, Luke Sharkey. John Levins, 
jet Mathens, "Bi John Kian Joe Kira, Ned Kelly John Rath, 

Boylan, James Burke, Padly Rath, Bob and James Fanning, Join 
Kirwan, Barrack Felt, 


QUEEN MARY: Joe Rath, Pat Rath, Frank Matthews, James Matthews, 
‘Michael Kirwan 


AUSTRALIA STAR and ADELAIDE STAR: Je: Matibews, Paddy 


Paddy Rit, Harbour Rd. Terry Crilly, 


VARIOUS SHIPS: Pat Kirwan, Jim Dunne, Noel Kirwan, Pat 
Connolly, Kieran Kirwan, Nicky Dunne, Pendar Dunne, Tom Cunningham, 
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Bemey Owens, Jem Rath, Peter Levins and Peter Levins, both Strand St. 
Michael Lynch & Peter Cunningham (USA), Ned Gorman, Brendan Boy an 


GREAT LAKES: Peter Shackey, Michael Kirwan, James Cunningham. 
Capt Pat Cunningham, Thomas Cunningham 
John Owens, Laurence Owens. 


“By the Giant's Bed, like a carpe spread lies hecther around my feet 
And Martin's Rock, where the sea binds flock 
tna the restless surges beat 
Ann dimly seen, 90 cal serene the More's miaestc sweep 
While many « too, likes toys fou, come salting o er the deep 
Ob Thave pravedt where're I straved, ay years of eile fled 
That Tight lve to se again my own dear Closer” 


“Giit’s Bed” is on top ofthe Head. Martin's Rock’ is at the North end 
‘ofthe Sirand.) 


a mumber of Cloghereea men txt thei ves at sea diring Both 
rl Wears. Their story should be told, bu needa book wo fiself an Is 
day's work, 
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HERE & THERE AROUND CLOGHERHEAD. 


The Rig Wel at the bottom of Mit Sirs, Before it war demolished it 
was area centre and focal point forthe ¥illage. Here all the gossip 
Sorry, al the day neve, was exchamged 


The Rockabil Lighthouse bull in TS6D of Mourne granite, The light ir42 metres 
‘ove high water, d was badly damaged by ire 1973. Not quite at Cloherivad, i 
fact Hailes by 8 array, But very mach part of Clogherhead, from where, coud 
fhe seen and heed amd alwavy acted as a major mavieational ponk Ii laf 
ice distance fora day's excursion for recrvctianal fishermen fom Clegher 


44 


A walk on ths Phor 


‘Bays fishing off Trawlors inthe 
Harbour, 1984. They are 


rcs inhi Ss no, but 
will never have forgauen vhase 
carcive days 


1 musi do Jor evary visor 
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vehoud one 


Tn dase days 


Wepacta on bucyany as were not abligtor. 
however non show go ote «small oot OW 


REGISTRATION OF FISHING VESSELS 


‘In ways similar to the registration of motor vehicles, fishing vevsels carry 
leters and numbers. This eps a dent beats: bat unlike yehcles the 
‘numbers issued to boats are offen reissued when boats go oUt oF 
Jn 30 2 ow number may: not inca that the vessel is very ob. you are 
wl also soe two differen boats inthis booklet withthe same letters, 


he ters forthe sland of Ireland: 
Belfast LY Derry 
Bo ck NN Newy 
CE Coleraine S——Skibbersen 
DP —_Dublin/Arktow $0 Sligo 
DA Drogheda T Tralee 
DK Dundalk W Waterford 
G Galway WI Westport 
Sb Limerik WD Wexford 


ffs have been made to get permission before any copyright matral was 
‘omission has been made it wil be rectified before any r-publiation, 


= The irate, “Marguerite Marie" 
= A photograph showing the German vessel Carlota’ loading barrels 


in 1912. tn the backgrovnd ts the Coasfguard Station, burnt down én 
Lt te foreground some uf the women wh cleared an salted the herring 


